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ABSTRACT 

Findings of research focused on children and youth at 
risk for child abuse and neglect are summarized in this report. 
Entries are organized under the following four general headings: (1) 
definition and incidence of maltreatment of children and youth, (2) 
explanations of maltreatment, (3) systematic dysfunctions in handling 
maltreatment cases, and (4) interventions and .their effectiveness. 
The pages of the summary are organized in columns: the first column 
lists the findings, the second lists bibliographic information, and 
the third provides interpretations of the findings. (RH) , * 
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ailLDltoj-^Mp YOIBHI AT RtSK 



I ntroduc l o ry Comments, y { ;* - « 

Since inland the appearance <of the "Battered Child Syndrome" i>u the American Journal, of Medicine by F« Harry 
Kempe anu associates, there has been literally a proliferation of studies addressing thcL complex topic of 
"Children j.nd Youth at Risk. f > This paper synthesizes what are considered generally agreed' upon findings and 
presents u format that other researchers "may review in order .to arrive at Tt cbnscnsus .on the findings. Then, 
they may identify critical areas for additional 'evidence as needed anti may consider research initiatives. 

The flm# in this assignment, at least as it pertained to this investigators efforts', is the assbn^tion that there 
arc,. in V\c research on "Children and Youth at Risk," generally accepted findings, In almost eveiyN^ase of a major 
research eifort in which findings are made, contradictory evidence exists that challenges the findingk or the in- 
tcrprctauons given to those findings by .the individual researchers 4 Possibly the most 'serious problcfr has been 
the criticisms of the validity of the research methodologies employed, which, if accepted, would el'imii\atc most, ' 
if not all, the research studies undertaken ta date. 

' ' 1 " * % . . * W f 

Many expo its in the field have pointed out these methodological problems in summarisation of research findings 
(Antler ot al.,1980; Belsky, 1980; Bourne f T Ncwbergcr, .1970; Gclles, 1973; liu^, Light, 1973; Simpkins, 

'1978; SnsTrh ct al . ; 1980; Stein, 1979; White, 1973;. and Zigler § Seitz, 1980), ipicfly^ these .challenges to the 
validity of the research on vulnerable children and, youth suggest that! * % " / " 

1. Undies, in most 'instances, arc post hoc ( ex post fajto) ; priding J i^le or questionable data 
ov^ families psior to the* onsety of child maltreatment^ Usually focussing on one or two factors, 
using a wide variation dn sampling methods', \ . . 

W.do disparity exists in definitions .of child maltreatment that lack differentiation of various 
.lypcs of maltreatment, and Aisc/broad^tt'egorieS* lacking specification, ' 



2. 

3, 

/ 

'1. 




i;. .o m-imfs nre lined in tony stiuffos 1l):it niy subject l:o> inaccuracies that affect the validity 
in* findings l lint iifcTudo,«bt;i from Ihyso -sum ires, v~ * - 

- * - . * l>f ' - ' " ■ I 

r.irom I child or pro Toss i aiyi! recall Ja tnsotl to c* tabl i h!i circumstances surrounding the inn I treat • 
HKiit incidents that are subject to distortion.- . ^ ,/ I i 

* \ . , - . 1 I • • •' * 



1 



5. There is lack of evidence in support of predifting likely future consequences of either 
specific* parent ox child characteristics or behavior'. * 

6* The- systemic labeling process, in wfyich initial .allegations are made and subsequent ^ 
evidence gathered to substantiate those allegations,* often overlooks substantive evidence 
of normal childrearihg behaviors, , , f • 

■ . . ./ - - • 

7. Discriminatory nature of reporting systems of child maltreatment in which lower social * 
economic status families are more likely to be reported. x * 

8. S/scemic dysfunction^ in the < handling of child maltreatment by the variety' of agencies and 
.professionals operating on -different criteria based on conflicting value orientations. 



In genera 1 , this investigator suppoxts these methodological criticisij^But neither time, resources or present 
commitmcni exist to undertake a bold redirection of spbnsored researclr in this complex area, nor aire there 
assurances that* more rigorous shorty and long-range studies would provide the dc'sired knowledge base regarding 
causation, appropriate policies, and effective multilevel interventions to assure a safe nurturing environment 
♦far children a,ad' youth who* are identified at risk. At least, thepresent research findings have challenged 
£ome of tl ^ myths 'and assumption^ that abound in khis particular area, and we are moje aware of what we do not * ; 
know'. *Evci] though the present research cannot meet "scientific empirical standards as a whole, many ,of the 
studies surest insights intp the complex phenomena and point up a beginning consensus when one attempts to 
synthesize pad briTjg together these . findings. It has to be said that this synthesis ii more a work of art than 
an attempt at scientific analysis, Over 200 studies have been reviewed and organized und*er the following general 
headings: f e - 

I* ■? Dcfinitign and Incidence of Maltreatment of Children and Youth ■ i 1 1 

II/ Explanations of Maltreatment f •* 
III.. Sy.;temic Dysfunctions in Handling Maltreatment Cases \ 4 ' * , 

IV. Interventions, and Their Effectiveness ' 



-Findi ngs * 

I - fnci i jcnce of Maltreatment 

Best gtuv:s estimate that a minimum of 
652,0(10 vtuldrcn (and youth) suffer 
.some fosr of harmful, maltreatment- eath 
year. r . . 

;No diffe rence bqtwecn whites and blacks" 
* in the proportion of maltreated children. 



Higher incidence occurs in lower socio- 
economic classes with poor white chil- 
dren more- at risk than poor blacks.. 

Incidence of adolcscpnt abuse and neg- 
lect idc iv * than double the rate of 
younger children. 



Koughl) ;ui equal number of abuse and 
neglect t'.'ISCS. . - • 




ERIC . ' 8 - 



- f 



Source 



Interpretation 



Westat, In&t National inci - •* 
dence stud^of child abuse and 
neglect. Washington, DC: Dili IS 
National, Center for Child Abuse 
and Neglect, 1 1981. ' ^ 



Pelton, L.H. The social con- 
tact of child abuse .and neg- 
lect . Sciences Preiss , 19U0V 

Fisher, B,, $ Bcrdle, # J. Adol- 
escent aBuse and neglect : 
Issues of incidence, interven - 
ti on and service deliver y. _S an 
Francisco, CA; Urban and¥urni 
System Associate^, 1979, 

Gnrhnrino, J., f r Carson, B. 
Mlstrcate'd youth vs. abused 
cluidi'on . Jj^snc^ for protcc- 
t lvtT scrvlco^> 7v't ep ub 1 i ca t Top 
Id rail: Hoy*? Town, Nli, Center 
for Youth Development, 1980. 



Study .emphasized actual harm rather 
than potential harm, which signifi- 
cantly altered previous estimates 
of incidents of maltreatment. 

By excluding institutions, private/ 
physicians, private schools, mental * 
health ariti other private agencies X 
estimates of incidence arc considered 
low, 

Classlessness myth of child maltreat- 
ment exploded* 

I " 

More attention, must be paid. to adol-^ 
csccnt abuse and ncglfcct.. 



Use of actual harm standard reduces 
ratio of neglect cases (previously 
reported as 4-1) to abuse cases, * 



Findi ngs 



Educational neglect involved in 27; 8V 

' 'L • 



Accuracy of detection. . , reluctance of 
persons to repbrt. . .variability in r 
statutory definitions from state to 
state. 




Abuse nor increased. . .only thp identi- 
fication and reporting of abuse has 
increased , 

* 

Serious abuse only small proportion of 
reported cases. 1 - 



200,000 to 500,000 children 'abused 
apnually. . .add neglect and sex abuse; 
1 ou$vo£ every 100 children are 
victims, ' * ^ 



Source 



Interpretation . 



Institute of Judicial Adminis- 
tration- -American Bar Associa- 
tion. Standards reflating to 
abuse and neglect . ^Cambridge, , 
MA: Ballingex Publishing Co., 
1977. 

Smith, CP. , Berkman, D., § 
Fraser, W. A preliminary 

ational assessment of child , 
" abuse and,?ieglect and juvenile 
justice system . Washington, 
DC: National Institute for 
Juvenile Justice Delinquency, 
April 1980. 

.'Gif/D.S. fchild abuse preven- 
tion act. Journal of Clinical 
Child Psychi^ogy , 1973, 3^10. 

Kadushin, A: , t Martin, \j. , 5 Mc 
Gloin, J. Child' abuse: An 
interactional event .' New York, 
NY: Columbia University Fressy 
1981. 

Light, R.J* ' Abused and neglec-, 
ted children in America: A 
study of alternate policies. 
Harvard UducatioiKi]; Review , 1 1 
1973, 43, 556-599. 



First time Incidence of educational 
neglect has been documea*£d. 



Difficult to have much confidence in 
studies of child abuse and neglect . 



\ 



Societal cllanges^ivould brihg about 
reduction^ilT incidence of child abuse 
rather til^m, focusing on individual cases. 



1 



\ 



Suggests^-avai lability 'of crisis centers., 
and community education of 4 the general 
populace in a preventive effort. * 



* i ? i»dii u>s 

Using cpl I miological approach 'prevalence 
of <i.-usc -ikI ncglcpt (reported ancPunrc- 
ported*), , % J 

„ Abuse Neglect 

Mean^— — HL-667-702—-— 444,982* 

Highest 

projection 259,573 ■ 1,240,894** 

?Use National Sample , 
^Bascd on Jjighest jurisdiction J| y . 

State C entral Registries 
AburcT Neglect Other 
1967 9,,56C> 5,993' 3,570 m 
1968/10,931 _ 6,617 4,314 v ' 

^ . ■ * . 

Problems i.th incidence. studies arc $>at 
infoxaati oi\ frq'm different states is not 
eogip^rabK ; reports ate subject to ex- 
tent of pun lie. awareness, reflect an in- 
sfftutionn I, bias Vritfi powgr classes over 
represented,, estimated ^i^cd. on data 
from dif f fcTt'iit • sources and abuse and 
neglect ii.ci dents subject to misdiag- 



Source 



Interpretation 

f. 



Nagl, S. Child maltreatment in Increases related .to tho emergence of*^ 

the nuclear family resulting in 
stresses, lack* of relief, in parenting, - 
and social, isolation. 



the United States , New York,^ 
NY A : Columbia University Egress, 
•1977. . IT ' 



f 



Gil, D.S, Violence against H 
children: Physical abuse in 
the, United StateiT Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press, 
1970. 



i Jm expected to care 
l^Kfund the* clock, 365 



#0 mother should 
fdr her children' 

days a -year. Sub|fitute czipe mechan- 
isms , should be roujtinely available to 
of fer mothers 1 opportunities for carefree, 
res€ ?nd recreation. * * 



HolmeS ? M. , $ Tapper / D, Child 



i s highly doubtful that incidence 
abusg and neglect programs : , studies can generate; any valid csti- 
Practice and' theory . Washington mates of t^^incidencc of maltreatment 
DC; 1)1 IfiW National Institute of of children and youth, t • 
Mental liealth, 1977- . * .\ < 



Definitions of Maltreatment 



The existence of an adequate definition 
of abuse * and/or "neglect is central to 
entire system of service delivery to 
abusive and neglectful families. 

Legal definition of abuse and neglect 
falls far short of providing the oper- 
ating do tVmitions necessary for inter- 
vention decisions.. 

Provide wide discretion in interpreta- 
tion and application. 

Physical abuse of children is the inten- 
tional, nonacci dental use of physical 
forc$, 02- intentional, ^nonaccidental . 
acts of omission on the- part pf care- 
taker, interacting with the child in" 
his Care, aimed at hurting, in juicing, 
or destroying that child. 

* ♦ * 

'Abuse co:r Lsts of inflicted gaps or defi 
cits bct^u^n 'circumstances of living 
which would facilitate the optimal 



Source 



Interpretation 



Ibid. 



There is a gap between the broad 
definitions in the literature., and 
,the much narrower definitions^ uspd 
'by child abuse and neglect programs, 



McCulloh, R. American Jifstice 
Institute. Abuse and neglect : 
Comparative analysis of stand- 
ards and state practices . 
Washington, # DCf National In- 
stitute for. Juvenile Justice, 
1977. (Publication Mo. 027- 
-.000-00549-7) 

Gil, D.£>.- Violence against 
children, op. cit. ^ 



Need to delineate specifically 9 ' / 
permissible bases for int>^ei\tie?i . . . 
statutory grounds f 5^ cp^i^ve iiiter- 
vention shoulcT be"4afined \as specific- 
ally as possible.* 



Gil,J).S. Unraveling child 
abus c . Journal of Orthopsy - 
chiatry , 1975, 45(5), 346-356, 



Definition includes societal agents 
as well as individuals as perpetrator^ 
of abuse * * < / " 



development of childrqi\ to whi<3i they 
should be 5 entitled and their actual cir- 
cumstances/ irrespective of the" spurces 

or agents, vf the deficits. % 

* - ' *, 

Neglect rr, a condition in which a care- 
taktfr responsible . for the child either 
deliberate ly o%by extraordinary 'inat- ■ 
tentivenesv* permits the child to ? experi- 
ence avoidable present suffering', and/ or 
fails to provide one or more of the 4 in- - 
gredients generally deemed essential for 
developing m person f s physical , 'intel- 
lectual anu empfSbnal capabilities, ^ 

The social construction of child abuse is 
the process by which (a) a definition of 
abuse is constructed, (b) certain judges 
or gatekeciKiirs jLfe^selccted for applying 
the definite ah/ (cj the definition is^ap- 
piled by designating labels 7&Vused 1f and 
"abuser 11 \p particular in dividual s^and 
families. ^ 

NQglect 1l> a failure in meeting community^ 
oxpoctntion.. oUhe duties of the parental 
"Vol c<but st stained by a number of lectors 
--some in ' 1 he parents^ some in'tjic-tr en- 
vironment. ■ . 



^Source 



Interpretation < 



Polansky, N. , Holly; C, G 
P61ans^y, N. Profile of ncglcpt , 
Washington, DCl DIIEW Social and 
Rehabilitation Services, ' 1975. 

Holmes, M., S Tapper, D* , op^ 
cit. 



Chiles, R* The social con- 
struction of child abtfse. 
American Journal, of Ortho- 
psychiatry , 1975, 45^ 363- 
371., , 



Nfeglect cases far outnumber abuse cases 
because o£ their more chronic nature*^ 
found to be more persistent and less 
.amenable to treatment, ^ 

These factors affect who is labeled . 
an abuser as well as what the causes* 
Of abuses are considered to b6. 



Bil^ingsley, A,, Giovanhoni, J t 
f r Pur vine, M. Studies in chi ld 
protective servi ccs~Pinal re- 
port,- Washington, DC; DUHW 7 
Children's Bureau, September 
l!)65). * \ 



More exacting definitions of child 
neglect not needed,, .nepd to rclingfiish 
jiotidn of child neglect as a s&jtic, 
discreet, diagnostic entity. f . as much n 
manifestation ot* social and eoinmuiyty 



pal'holopy, * 



,si2S any individunj pnmil'X 



Findings 



Source 



ail: 



Definitional .disagreements , caused by denial 
or avoidance by the observer, viewed as 
culturally relative, influenced by pro- 
fessional work settings or lack of know- 
ledge Oi* child development, • 

The cojmiii/ijity, tremendously j.nfluences the 
working definition of neglect^and abuse. 

56% of child protective service workers 
and 64% of police agreed that It is dif- 
ficult to say what is and what is not 
chi id 'mi \ treatment . 

Finding f jets to* fit a label tends to be 
process oi* responding to. a # few deviant 
details set within a panoply of entirely 
acceptable cpnduct, 



. Katz/ S^.N. When parenl 

The chiTcf^s response to family . 
breakdown .) Boston, MA; Beacon 
...Press, 1971. 

Jqhn^on, C. Child abuse in the 
Southeast : Analysis of 1172 re- 



Interpretation .* ' * 

The neg^ive approach to various 
definitions of neglect indicate 
onl^swhat is undesirable. 



Disagreements result in lac£ of speci- 
ficity in definitions of abuse and 



p prted cases . Athens, GA: 
ional' Institute for Social 
Welfare Research, 1974. 

KoerinJB. Child abuse and 
neglect. Changing policies' 
and* perspectives . Child Wel- 
fare , November 1980> 59, . * 

Nagi, S., op. , cit ■ 



R£g- neglect-. 



Newberger, E., § Bourne, R. 
Medicalization and legaliza- 
tion of child abuse* In E. 
^jNewbergcr § R. Bourne (Eds.) - 
^Critical perspectives on child 
abuse . Lexington, MA: LeXing- 
f ton Books, D.C. Heath Publishers, 
1979. 



Economic and ethnic factors reasons for 
reporting whether or not neglect agd 
abuse occur among lower income families. 

Open and diffuse definition and criteria 
for child ^maltreatment invite unsystem- , 
atic collection of evidence. . .andHn- 
trodyces subjectivity as what evidence is. 

Definition or classification should con- M 
ceptualize strengths as well as pathology 
in families and children, % 



Source 



Interpretation 



ClassB ft on ri on/Differentiation of Child Maltreatment 

" - ' " - 1 * f— ' ■ ' ■ ■ ■ , ■ 

i Profiles oi abuse and neglect make insuf- jAftht, R.J., op. cit . 
' .ficicnt dii-tinction between abusing and' e 



nonabusin* families* 

Different Unds of abusers have different 
profiles. 

Different Kinds of child maltreatment do 
not result in different case management 
policies. ^ 

63% of aba_,e related to aJcidental dis- 
ciplinary measures. 



Police, pi. vective services workers, 
petti strict.! as and attorneys 'y|^tV9l J y 
have no c >i> :cnsus about the r^fltivO* 
seriousness oF incidents of maltreat- 
ment,, .achieved a consensus about 
% rclsitivc seriousness of broad- cate- 
gories of abuse and neglect • , 



lX)cfurs and nurses independently con- 

rrod in sn\\y 50 o q( child inyltreiir- 
nL t:.-ii:i-r. Ktirsicn tendency to label, 



Cit! 

.'ibqjfc bn; 
t.i i mi 1 I in 



on (ib.sorvatrlona of h 



Gil, D.S, Physical abuse of 
children; Findings and impli- 
cations of a national survey. 
Pediatrics, VoL 45, 857-864, 



An -effort should be made to systematically 
edi|c§te parents about other means of 
behavioral control .while establishing- 

^ clear-cut prohibitions against use of 

— physical forae in childrearing. 



Giovannoni, J f , G Bcccrra, R, 
Defining child abuse .j New York, 
NY: Free Press, 1979. 



Hoi tor, J.C., f, Friedman, S, 
Child abuse: liarly case Find- 
ings in ihe emergency depart- 
ment. I'udiatries, 1908, 42, 



These areas of agreement can providd the 
basis for developing guidelines for hand- 
lings maltreatment cases across essential 
disciplines. ' * 



Placing n child in n inspected abuse 
category is^only a elinicnl judgment 
and only. 1 on term ' To 1 1 owuj* with r{unily 
will tclJ. 



Find Mm * 



Out of 380 maltreating families receiving . 
public a&sistance, only 28 showed no evi- $ 
denee of titglect. Centrality of material 
level of living, in a complex set of fac- 
tors that result in child maltrektment, is 
ithe' primary * determinant of coping behavior. 
Neglect is identified the more prevalent 
and/or severe problem. 



Neglect ic a form of cruelty that more 
often i§ caused* or 'exaggerated by ex- 
treme poverty or ignorance, Abuse is \ 
related to deep-seated characterological * 
or psychological causes rooted in the 
childhood experiences of abusing parents. 

Evaluation of elements essential in child 
dar£. Opinions in society are surprisingly 
unif ied. , , die kinds of behavibrs that soc- 
ial workers see as neglectful also are 
seen as deviant by the neighbors of those \ 
who. engage in such behaviors ♦ 



Source . 

, Woldjck, & Horowitz, B. 
Child maltreatment and inater- * 
ial deprivation among AFDC- 
recipient families. Social 
Service Review ,' June 1979,- 
153(2). 

Angler, S. et al . Research Task 
Force Report. Proceedings: -1978 
National Conference on Child 
Abuse and Neglect — New. York 
City . Washington, DC: DHHS, 
Office of Human Development 
Services, May 1980. (Publication 
Nor(OHDS) 80-30249) Pp. 102-105. 

Zalba, S. The^bused child. \ A 
typology for classification and 
treatment. Social Work , Janu- 
ary 1967/12(l) n 70-79. 



Polansky, N. , & Williams, D. 
Class orientations to child 
neglect. Social Work , . Sep- 
tember 1978, 397^440. 



* Interpretation 

The -public child welfare system 1 must 
be modified so that it is more re- 
sponsivS to the families it is es- 
tablished to serve* 



Need for controlled, systematic longi- 
tudinal studies involving exploration 
4 of many factors. . .with systematic * 
followup on the careers of large re- ; 
^preventative groups of normal families. 



Parents who have ,low s-tan^ards of child 
care are probably demonstrating individual 
incapacity to provide better care (rather . 
than following norms sanctioned by^ the 
same reference grqup, • 



m 



Find; 



HI'S 



Source 



1 1 , lisp 1 .mutto ns of Maltreatment gP Children and Youth 
A,. JLVa rental Problems and Background 



'liconomic -.cress is neither neccssary/hor 
•sufficient to warrant abuse; rather^ it 
is a defect in character structure that 
allows th: aggressive impulses to be ex- 
pi^osscd fii/ely. thus >. psychiatric factors 
are judged to be of primary importance. 

Parental problems not as important as ex- 
pected. ._ Maltreating parents showed more 
emotional .'tress and showed more likclt- 
t hood of -another adult living in the, house. 

Only a sfi:.ill proportion of atfuses in gen- 
eral-arc c.used by a sadistic psychopath- 
ological parent but a high proportion of 
lethal ab'uc is. 



Assignment of porjorativc labels and nec- 
essity of .-illoging parental wrongdoing is 
nc-eossitnu'd in order for the court to as- 
sume jyriMlitM ion. 



'Kcmpc, C, Silverman,;^; - ; Steele, 
B. , Drocgemucllci*, ft. / 5 Silver, 
H. The battered child .syndrome./ 
J ournal of the American Medical; 
Association, 1962, Ml, 17-24: 



t ntorpyctation • "| 



Wolock, I . , 4 Hdrowitz, B. , 
op. cit . 



Friedman, R. Child Ubuse: A re- 
view of the jpsychological re- * 
search. IriTlcrman, e,t al ,. 
(Eds.), Four, perspectives in 
the status of child abuse and 
neglect resem»c h» Washington* 4 
DC: National Center for- Chi 3d 
Abuse mul Neglect, 1976". 

Stein , T , J , Grant appliWti on t 
Child -welfare research on In- 



- take and ilccisJ M^procesHOs^, 
ITh fen j»o , " "l I ""in I vcl-sl tjfo r 
Illinois lil" Chicago (Mre1e«/ t 
11)71), ' 



Relieving stress byjfhe low material 
level of living more crucial than' 
emotional - factors 



Essential to distinguish between abuse 
caused df pathological behavior and * 
abuse which is essential behavior of 
normal adults, * - \ 



Now standard needed for social wol'k and ^ 
judicial decision making, ♦ /.'We tjiust ques- 
tion the appro^iateness of intervention 
i-miso a <1 solely by parental conditions,. 




11 



25 . 



Findings 

I ' - 

Abuse is not: product of psychologically i 
disturbed parents, because normal parents 
use physical and corporal punishment, 

• which -is widely accepted in jjur ^society. 

predictive value of individual variables 

• identified-, . .is exceedingly limited... 

i Id mhlt 

i:eatment must be considered 
an interactive process. % 

r " 

. Over hplf aC abusive parents undergoing 
moderate or severe life crisis report 
severeSjijbys Leal punishment as children. 




Punitive childhood history correlates with 

- /tusive or neglectfuL behavior in adult- „ 
hood^, ; ^only' when gptpled with high levels* 

, of stress resulting front e*cessiv& demands 
for coping with life change. " " 

Inhibiting effect of pain feedVgpkjnay'be 

- dependent on development of empathy. 



' 4 f 

Sense of ^ower and/or compliance that 
follows 'aggressive act^may serve .to' 
reinforce Agression. 



Source 

Gil, D.S. Child Abuse Preven- 
tion Act, op. cit .» 



Belsky, J„ Child maltreatment: 
An geological integration* 
American Psychologist . April 
1980, 35 (4), 320-335, / 

Conger, R.D, "Family change 
and child abuse. Child abuse 

* and neglect: Issues on innova- 
tions and implementations . 
Washington, DC: '^USDHEW, NCCAN 

j2d N^tional^ Conference CA/U, 197>. 

Conger, R,D. , Burgess, R. , & 
Barrett, .C, Child abuse related 
to life change and perception of 
illness. Some preliminary find- 
ings. Family Coordin ator. 1979* 
28, 73~7ST^ ' ~ 

Feafibacft, N. , & Feshback, S* 
The relationship between em- 
pathy and aggression .in two 
age groups, ' Developmental 
.Psychology , Vo3f* 7,^306^313, 

Burgess, IU Child abuse: A behav- 
ioral analysis. In B* Lakel & Kaz~ 
diy (Eds.), Advances- in child - * 
clinical psycho logy. New York, NY: 
Plenum Press, 1978. 



Interpretation 



♦Sdcietal change would bring about 
reducing incidence' of child abuse 
rather than focus on individual 
changes . 



Changing family relationships where 
there is failure to meet role expect 
tations provide basis for abuse if ' 
parent was punished severely as a child. 




May explain why %e ^victimized child f s 
pain and suffering doe's not inhibit ' 
abus iv^bjihavior . 



Emotional deprivation noted by clinicians 
as characteristics, of childhood of child.: 
abusers may very well be responsible tor 
parent inrensitivity to the ^n they - • • 
cause their victims. .s 



"Ontogcnic development predisposes parent 
to malt-iv-it their offspring, 

4. 

All of control non-fteglecting parents * 
felt wanted aS child'; over 1/2 of neg- 
lected pa rents feft unwanted. : 



Nurturance mothers reported receiving 
during their own chdldhood was one of 
the most ^consistent predictors of their 
child 1 s own nonorganic failure to thrive 
ill sample of 500 mothers studied from 
pregnancy through 2d year of child f s life. 

* * m t 4 

'Physical abuse as child is insufficient 
* itself to predict if one will be an ab- 
usive paivnt. . 



Only minor support that children who arc k 
abused grow into abusing parents. , 



Sjburcc 



Interpretation 



Bclsk/j-J., op. cit . 



Polansky,'N. , Chalmers, M, Butten- 
wciscr, R„ , fi Williams, P. Iso- - 
lation of the neglectful family; 
American Journal of Orthopsychia - 
try, ^ Vol, -49, 149-152, ' 

0 ! Connor, S f , Altemeir, W # , Sher- 
rod, K. v Sandler, A., % Vietze^ J>. 
Prospective study' of 'nqftorganic *. 
failure to, thrive . San Francisco, 
CA: Society for Research in Child 
Development, Ma?ch 1979, 

Wolock, I,, § Horowitz, B f , op. cit . 



Ziglcr, II,, G.Seitz, V. Status of 
rc§careh on chiidrcn, 'youth an d 
famil ic s__. lt) 79 , : Washington, DC: ' f 
T)!IHS Office * of Human development ' 
Services, August 198ffP (I)IlIiS Publi- 
cation No. (0I1DS) SO- 30274) Pp # 
153-170, ' 



Jho fact tha^ abusive or" neglectful 
parents oftciT report being abused or 
neglfcctgd as chilUrcft dpes not ex- 
plninthc fact that jnos't abused or 
•neglected children do not abuse or 



Finding s, ' „ - 

Abusive tlnd neglectful? parent^- lack of 
knowledge and unrealistic expectations 
about children and their lack of chi^d- 
rearing acidnen. . -inappropriate values i 
about relative legitimacy oi their needs 
as compared* with the child's and receive 
little support .an : making appropriate 
changes. ' - 

Abusive parents lack ^appropriate know- 
ledge of childreaying, . .their child- ■ 
rearing techniques set them apart from 
*nonabusivc parents ... the abusing par- * , 
ents Inpfrs&ntu culturally accepted norms 
for c raislrtg xhxldreh* with an exaggerated 
intensity at an -inappropriately early age, 

Participation in bo£h formal orii informal*- 
. social groups confirmed emerging picture 

of rclati vc? isolation ai/iong ncglcctirig 
, parents. . .neglecting parcivts rcvealctt a \ 

previous Jiistofy of social isolation in 

udoLeseencv,, 1 - - / 

Po tent iaJ lv\ neglectful mothers had much 
greater j-nieraction f with # neighbors ,no. 
evidence ihat these womeirexper iejiced. ; 
extreme retrial- isolation* ™~ - 



■ ■ -V '30 : : 



Source 



Interpretation 



Parke, R* , 4 Collmer, C. Child Rede of caregiver requires reordering 
jibuse: An interdisciplinary * of priorities concerning the gratifi- 
analysis* In lyM, Hetherington ♦ .cation of heeds. 
(Ed.), Review of child develop- - 

ment research (Vol, 5j « Chicago, - * r t 

IL: University of Chicago' Press,, 

1975. Pp. 509-590. . " J , - . - 



Spinetta, J, J., § Rigler, D, The # *> > 

child abusing parent: A psycho- \ / . 

logical review. Psychological y 
Bulletin, 1972, 77^296-304, 



'polansky, *N* , Ghalmers, 6,, But- fti the average, the neglectful parent was, 
tenweiscr; R. , S Williams, P., dlready starting to fall outside the mam- 
op. cit. ' - ^b*K*m in Adolescence and can profit less 

" _ - " frcmltrfoznal support systems that might 

- * prevent neglect, . * . ^ 

>■>"'*•■: * 

Billingsley, A*, Giovaimoni, J. intensive neighborliness found" ainoitg this 
-ft Purvinc, M. , op. ci t. group \s 'in response to the many strain?- 

~~ .in their- lives dm\ /lessened family support 
' ' * '■' with reliance upon. the nearest source, of 
- , " * -- support which were ne-ighlittriC. ' --. . 



\ 



Find ing's 

Having iMatives nearby Was not associated 
vath nnmrnal. adequacy, however, frequency 
f and nature pf contacts with these avail- 
.able relatives were. More adequate mothers 
had see;: .all of their relatives during the 
year. . t *s adequate mothers had seen few 
or no rij-.itives in all. 



Source 



4 % 



II. 



^UMtipn of Maltreatment of Children a nd Youth 
B. Role of the Child and/or Youth" ~ 




( Children who are subjected to abuse arc 
more likjiy 1) to be abnormal at birth, 
2) to b^illegitiKlte, 3) to be the first 
child, :ll to come from a large family, 
and S) to^be subject to gross psychiatric^ 
m<*dical 3 « and social pathology; 

Prematura children experience a height- 
ened in-idence. Children small for their 
age are '.ore likely to be abused. 

Child is n participant in the interaction 
between parent., a Ad chisel in events preced- 
ing the abusive incident, .-.not. a spontan- k 
coirs cvt«it in which the child. has not 
taken anions that may or : may ntft provoke* 
-th^jabir.-e. , v . - " ;~ 

No characteristics or composite of abused 
aqd.ncg'-.vtful clnldagn identified at 
intake. 



Baldwin, J. A,, § Oliver, J..E. 
Epidemiology and family char-" 
acteristics of severely abused 
children. British Journal^qf - 
Preventive and Social Medici iU. 
iy/b, 29, 205-221. ■ 



Kadushin, A,, Martin, J,, § 
McGloin, J r} op. cit. 



• • * - 

Cohn, A. Evaluation of child 
abuse nnd neglect in demonstra- 
tion projects ; 4974-#7 (Vol, l)\ 
Berkeley, OA: Berkeley Planning 
Associates, 1977, 



Interpretation 

.If we consider the many strains on 
neglectful mothers and their rela- 
tive lack of supports in the informal 
system—one might anticipate a heavier 
reliance upon community services to 
meet their children 1 s needs/' 



Undertake to teach the general population 
essentials of child care and the normal 
course of child-development? ; , reduce 4 
incideace of child abuse by teaching ^ 
parents how to parent. 



Zigler, E, , § Seitz, V., op, 

cit. - i 



Important for child protective services^ 
workem-tcu listen carefully to parents " 
to identify, clearly the abusive interac- 
tion through eyes of the parents . ,\ with- 
holding judgment until the incident wfth 
its antecedents '$r<L seea_ in .context with 
each other, • * - :r 
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Finding s m 

Out of 20h.ictered infants, 1/3 were pre- 
mature, * .nor* than 1/2 were mentally re- 
tarded and emotionally disturbed* 

• Premature infants had' normal IQs. Most 
premature children are not abused. 

tt 

\ 

The special child is at greater risk of 
abuse. ..current research does demonstrate 
that prematurity, physical handicaps, con- 
genital mal formations, and similar condi- 
tions are o\erreprci*ented in abused 
^populations % 

As age of the victim increases, the 
father is more likely to become the 
perpetrator than the mother. Adoles- 
cent cases u*nd to invo'lve two parents 
instead of one. 

Younger victims more frequently are 
victims of severe Abuse,, and teenagers 
:ifc~"nore Ti Tely to ho victims of sexual 
nfnisc as tlh- 2d mosi serious type of 
abuse. 



Source Iiftferprefation r _ 

Elmer, E. , § Gregg, G. Devel- Mother may perceive a child as abnormal 

opment characteristics of singly because it is premature, 
abused children, Pediatrics , 
1967, 401 " 

Martin, J», Beezley, P t , Conway, 

E. , § Kempc, C* The development of j 

abused children; A review of the «e 

literature and physical, neuro- 

logical and intellectual findings. \'t 

Advances in Pediatrics , 1974, 24, % 0 

25-73. 

Friedrich, IV. , G Boriskin, J, Abuse is a product of a coiftplex set of 
The role of the child in abusej interactions, and assigning weights to 
A review of the litertiture. ^nny of its components is premature. 
American Journal of Ortho* A k 

psychiatry , October 1976, 46(4). 

Garbarino; J., 4 & Carson, B, Supports contention .that adolescent 

' op. cit , . abuse and neglect is, a separate phenon- 

enon, :and supports view that '"adolescent 
IThusc ^contributes *to the problclfPof 
runaways . 



Economic status of families in adolescent 
abuse ;:oses sui^tantially higher than 
families of younger victims of abuse, 

.Half- of abuse uC, adolescents is a recent 
e\*ent. not a continuation into adoles- 
cence of prior abusive behavior. 

Abused and neglectful adolescents are 
more iu;ely to be labeled status of- 
fenders if referred to juvenile court 
and pieced in an institutional setting 
if adjudicated. 



Abusive and ne^le'ctful family* environ-^ 
mcnts induce m::ny adolescents to run 
away from home. , ' ^ 

Adolescent ^abuso more than double the 
rate i>i : younger children, 

C Paiivily Interaction* 

Frequent observations that marital con- 
flict ;:nd discord run high in abusive 
housorf^lds.^ 



Source 



Smith, CP., B erkma n, D, , § 
Frascr, W, A preliminary 
national assessment of child 
abuse and neglect and* juvenile 
justice system , Washington, 
DC: National Institute for 
Juvenile Justice Delinquency, 
April 1980. 

.Fisher, li., $ Berdic, J*, 
ofi. ext. 



Westat,* Inc., op. cit . 



Bclsky, J,, OT^_cit,« 



Interpretation 



It , appears that economic ^ress is not 
generally a contcmporafy factor in the^ 
life of families with adolescent victims 



More attention needs to be .given to 
minimizing the impact on the child, 
particularly when victim of sexual 
abuse. . ^ 



'More attention needs to vbc pai4 ? to 
adolpscenr abuse and, neglect, ^ 



To fully understand the role of the civil 
in abuse can bo achicved^ojy^_by^i^jiuni 
other aspects of the microsystem of the 
family. 
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Find ings y 

Marital disruption and neglect associated 
in all irbups (white, black and Latino). 

W ■ . 

Chiidre.i become targets of aggression 
when they intrude upon the spousal re- 
1 at i'onsl -.ip. , .first child more likely 
target of abuse, . 



A child is a target of physical insults, 
he is part of the family, inevitably he* 
is caughr up in the stress and privation 
to which his family is pr£y. _* ' 



In 80% ut' abusive families neither par-» 
ent takes responsibility for. decisions 
t4 ' .live in disorganized. homes with in- 
consistent discipline. 

Welfare food allowances for childrfen in 
their own homes is less than is. allowed 
by foscer parents .and considerably less 
^han food allowances for .'children placed 
in insi Ltutions. • ' 



Source 

BillingslV/ , § Giovannoni, 
J t ^ & Purvine, M t ^ -ep, cit t 



Balkan, D t . 
innocents : 



Slaughter of the 
Astudy\ of the 



battered child phenomenon » 
San Francisco, CAi Sossey* 
Bass, 1971 t 

Elmer, E. A follow-jip study of 
traumatized children, In 
Browne, § E. Newberger (Eds,), 
Cr itical perspectives of , child 
abuse. Lexington, MA: Lcxt 
ington Books," 1978^;" 

Young, L* Wednesday's chil- 
dren , New York, NY: McGraw 
Hill, 1964. • 



Interpretation 

Marital stress and conflict may simply 
spill ovqt. » /contaminating the social- 
ization process* 

Parenting education may be most cost 
effective if fociised on parents ex- 
pecting^ their first child, \ 



More adequate support and service^ to 
maintain children in their own homes 
would provent some or most of the 
neglect of 1 children. 
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Dcfcrmirmnts within the abusive family 
secift to be 1) the history of thp accepts 
ance ot* aggression toward children as 
acceptable,' 2) the immediate antecedents 
that re- .nit in the abuse or neglect, and 
5} the consequence tJ^C^S^s ^tt# ntion ' 
. to the .f ntsiye o^^^ctfiiPBcSravior, - 



Interpretation 



♦ Source -'mm 

Burger^, ,R, Project interact : . 
A study* of patterns of inte r- ' V*k 
action , in abusive,- neglectful 

and control- families , Final - ^ \ 

report. Washington, DCt DiiEW, ^ . 
National Center for Child Abuse Change alone, may not cause problems, 



and Neglect, Auguat 1978, 



In ecru fifed abusive and neglectful families, 
there less interaction between family 
members thanthfere was in matched control ; 

families:"**^*™" * . ' m * 



but rather that particular sorts of 
change upset family equilibrium by 
.disturbing the role expectations that 
"parents have come to assume as just. 

1 •* 1 



+ 0 
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Tolerance of stress and the family 's 
skill- in martial ling its resources to 
cope with adversity can reach absolute 
p- levels of stress with which a family - 
can no j onger tolerate, 

'.Onorha^r of fathers experienced jobless- 
^ness in the ycaf preceding abuse. 



■p. -Ethnic, guttural jind Societal Context 



u pQCldnp-- of injustice alojie^JtU not* 
product- aggression unless vio£cht re-r 
spouse << is' been lcarne<d fts> an aiipronri- 
nte belt. .vior when one Ts frustrated.'- 





r 



Belsky, J. , «op. ' cit . 



Gil, D.ST Violence' 



children , op. cit . * 
Belsky, J., op. cit , 



nst 



This would partially explain why it is 
that among some ^families faoing similar — 
levels of -social and economic privation, 
maltreatment; occurs in some families and ' 
not others. \ \\ , 

Unemployment ^^resulting stress on 
family may JjQ^Swtfltecl to increased abuse 
of " children in" f&nily.' 
Powe'rlessness wheji "father no longer .func^ 
tiqris as the -family provide^, might £uel 
'intrafamily violence. " W ' 



Bandura, A.' Aggression; A 
social learning a.n;iiyisis . 
Bnglcwood Cliffs, NJ: Prenticc- 
Hall, 1973. • 



If) 
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Findings * ^» . • ' 

In excess of 90% of parents reported em- 
ploying physical force in upbringing' of 
♦j-their children.- * ' „ * 

Z . , / 

jp'o ot sjthers were .spanking infants be- 
fore age of 6 months; almost 50%, were 
spanking children by age 12 months* 



• Close correlation ofe abusive parents. . , 
■and characteristics *o£ lower class^ 
impoverished families. 

4St of ieportcd abuse cases earned less 
than $5 ,,000 a year. « 

SI1S. deprived families use physical force 
in rears ft/; their children more than, mid- 
dle cliis:;. . \ 

63 % o*f abusive. Incidents were the, 

result of" accidental disciplinary" men* / 



Source 



Interpretation * 



Stark, R/, 5 M'cEvoy, J, Middle- 
cl^ps violence. Psychology 
Today , November 1970, 52-65, 

Gil> D,S, Pediatrics , op. cit , 



Korsch, B,, Christian, J,, 
Gozzi, E. , § /Carlson, P. 
Infant care and punishment t 
A pilot study, ' American 
Journal of Public Health , 
December 1965,, 55, 18SQ-I888, 

IJlmer, *E, A follow-up jstudyl 
of traumatized children , op . 
cit* ~ 



Gil, D.S, Violence against 
cMldren, op. cit , 

Gil^ D,S. Pediatrics , pp*. cit , 



Need to establish clear-cut prohibitions 
against use 'of .physical force in, child- 
s rearing. t ' - - . 

• • 
One major factor contributing to high 
leveJi of' parent-child Violence is^the 
normative acceptability of hitting one ! s 
,own children; - ., 



Childrearijig among lower class infSTves 
children being ^repeatedly subjected to 
uncontrolled aggression at the hand of 
t|\eir caretakers, v - 



.Viano, E,C, Atti tud es tow ard' Need to penalize corporal punishment 

jjljjf*- gifniM e amp ng Amb_r icrtn for all parents. .'' * 
Ilill!^KCyii!I l Jii- /Toronto, Canada: * • * 
rnfcslwitlonTi] .Society. for He- " . - 

search on Aggression, 197C ' ■ - 



Social class predominate factor in growtli 
i t .of ch. Id... no evidence that child abuse, 
. , affcutcd development of chili.* 



Tlje t*u_t severe injuries occurred in 
smglj parent homes and were inflicted 
by tbtf Mother. , 



'Large proportion poor, single-parent 
famijios with the father absent. 

Community disorganization directly' 
generates both' economic stress for 
mother and abusiye behajaor. 



Poor families overburdened with every- 
day demands of life... no time or energy 
to cuitivffEe relationships that support 
the parental role and/or -family unit. 



Abuse phenomenon seen as an extreme form 
P & of c\*l rurally accepted style of child- 



Source 



Interpretation 



Dlmer, B. Fragile families , 
troubled /children^ The after- 
igath of infant trauma , Pitts- 
burgh, PA; University of 
Pittsburgh Press; 1977, 

Garbarino, J, A preliminary 
„stu<fy of some ecological cor- 
relates of child abuse: The 
impact of socioeconomic stress 
on mothers. Child Development , 
1976, 47, 178-185. 

Kadushin, A., Martin, J, , 5 
McGloin, J.» op. cit . 

Garbarino, J., op. 'cit . 



^Gottlieb, B. The rolp of in- 
dividual and social support* in 
preventing child maltreatment* 
in Jm Garbarino ft H. Stocking 
' (Bds,) t Protecting children 
from abuse and neglect . San 
Francisco^ CA: Jossey-Bass*, 19 

Steele, B.F., & 'Pollock, C.B, 
A psychiatric study of p aren't s 
who abuse infants and small 
children. In ILfi. Heifer f* 
C.H* Kempe (Eds,), The battered 
child . Chicago, IL: University 
of Chi^go Press, 19S8, 5 



Two- thirds of police, clergy, and edu- " - 
cators condone' spanking; 10% believed [ 
in using belts* straps, and brushes as , 
acceptable, for maintaining control. 

, - ' / % - 

Demonstrated the pervasive and insidious 
effects of the combination of boing poor, 
and attempting to manage a household with 
only one parent* 



Supporting systems should focus orT pro- 
viding income supports, child care ser- 
vices and educational development for 
poor, single -parent families. / 

Financial barriers to goodjihild care 
aught to be removed, 



80, 



Use suitable role models such as trained 
parent volunteers, paraprofcssionals or" 
lay therapists who have had, positive : 
parenting experiences to provide sup- Js \ 
portive Services, \ , ^ 



----- 



I 



Findi ngs 

Institutional abuse o£ black children 
is serious problem that continues un- 
abated* 



High visibility^ poverty and racism 
result in overreporting o| black families./ 

. » / 

White controlled agencies and institutions 
lacked «i real understanding of the struct 
ture*anci need£ of the black family and of- 
ten imposed inappropriate solutions to 
misunderstood problems , r# 

By all treasures of social-economic 
status, zhusive parents most* had members^ 
in the highest status positions, . .higher 
income; independent source of incomc > ^ 
with male head who had gone beyond high 
'school* neglect families placed signi- 
ficantly lower in social-economic status. 

Black fniuj lies predominated the adequate 
.care rhp up. . .brtt' also tlie poorest 'and 
most lil.cly to be on woJfai'C 
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Source 



Teteh, N, et al . Black family 
task force report, Proceedings : 
1978 National Conference on 
Child Abuse and Neglect —New 
York City . Washington, DO: f 
DHHS Office of Human Develop- 
ment Services $ May 1980. (Pub- 
iicatifon No, (OHDS) 80-30249). 



Interpretation . . ^ ^ 

Need to treat abuse and neglect in the 
black family as separate ppbleiii, which 
many believe is directly or* indirectly 
result of institutional raeisfc prevalent 
in American society,, Need to fund pro- i 
grams that focus on institutional>abuse, 
provide a guaranteed annual incomer for * 
all families and comprehensive health 
insurance* ' 



Billingsley, A., Giovannoni, 
ff Purvinc, M, , op. cit . 



Programs needed that recognize and util- 
ize informal family networks / provide 
legal recognition of current extra-legal 
kinship bonds and provide aiK emphasis oir 
concrete help with less casework. 



Poverty exposes parents to the increased 
likelihood of additional stress which may 
have deleterious effects upon the capacity 
to adequately care for their chi Ijjrcji. 



AJ7 
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f Find ti rs 



Source 



Aisong biacfc mothers, mutual &d ac^vi^ty 
such as j>:ibysii>t±itg andlxousczlianing ap- 
peared to be an important category .* ■ 



< K higher proportion of neglectful white 
mothers on welfare. There was no 

rclation/iiip between source of income 
and negj^t for. black or Latino families. 

Chicane family roles appear strong With 
support systems but need reinforcement 
in lieu cf majority cultural domination. 



There are significant differences that 
have^mei^ed between 1,7 million Puerto 
Ricans living on the Mainland and the 
3. 7 ^ million living in Puerto Rico. 




larpcte.-istic reactions of the Puerto 
Rrtan family to certain situations; e.g.', 
explosive release of emotion i^ a stress 
situation. . .have not demonstrated nega- 
tive consequences within tH§ cultural 
context of the family. ^ 
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Zapata, G. et al ? Hispanic 
task force report. Proceedings : 
1978 National Conference on 
Child Abuse and Neglect— New 
York City, Washington, DC: 
DHHS Office of Human Development 
Services, 1980, (Publication No. 
80-30249), 



■ - Interpretation , ^ 

Tor the practitioner, increased_gmphasis 
on _ the manipulation of the environment of 
poor neglectful mothpr. . .with supportive 
services such ds the. child protective 
services worker faces a stalemate. 

Programs must encompass efforts to 
alleviate at least some of the ravages * 
of poverty. 



More effective programs make use 6f ex- 
tended family networks present in the 
Chicano, Mexican and Puerto Rican 
family culture. 



Need to emphasize linkages to the majority 
cul3tilrc rather than change the basic 
patterns of family life. 
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Most workers involved with Hispanic families 
arc froa* other cultural backgrounds result- 
ing in communication being a common prQblem. 



Lack of iicademic and other professional 
training which adequately prepares the non- 
Hispanic as well as the Hispanic) service 
providers with skills to treat adequately 
the Hispanic family. 

Families of Eu&pean ethnic origins under- 
go cultural conflicts and intrusions sim- ! 
ilar to those of other minority families 
in attempting to deal- with the majority 
culture. 



Giprdano, J, 
ethnic task 



» There buy. been a persistence of ethnicity 
with over 100 million Americans (white 
and nonwhitc) who identify .with an ethnic 
group.- ^ 

I:?ich etft.iic group has its flwn Qaltursil 
behfivlor/l patterns and its own diver- 
sity tlu.r make it unique; 

For iroin\\ tbc inability to' express, thorn-' 
solves in Iriujlish presents problems hi 
coiujjiuni i ion. " 



et al . European 



force, Proceedings ; 
1978 National Conference on 
Child' Abuse .and Neglectf--Ncw 
York City . . Washington. DC: • . 
DHHS* Office of Human Development 
Services,, 1980. (PuMicatif n No. 
(OIIDS) 80-30249). /Pp.- ^7-74. 



Services must be available generally 
in Spanish and work with Hispanics in 
a culturally resins ive way. 

Academic programs need to be prepared 
to train professionals to work effec- 
tively with various Hispanic groups. 



Natural support systems and resources 
exist that "can be expanded while still 
assuring cultural integrity. 



Ethnic consciousness has stimulated 
the necessary process ^of redefining 
our society as pluralistic in nature. 



tPol Lcies will programs must incorporate 
*a sensitivity and responsiveness to 6 
ethnic differences. 

Need to undertake research relevant 
to the ethnic variable in, child abuse 
ami ncjjlcclv 



Findings 
■■ > *■ • » 

Children of.'etljnic families f ^re experi- 
encing cyj l;ural contradictions^ between 
the larger ^Vfetetjc^ond their family culture. 
Parents are bVe^ij^ unsure of themselves 
in their parent role arfd find themselves , * 
having to it-arn adaptive techniques from 
their children;" - * f 

fi. Ecological Integration as an Oxplanatfon 
of Maltreatment of Children and Youth 

Ecologica} space defined as: 
41} what lakes place in the context 
"ly£> th# immediate household 
b) forces at work in the larger 
social' systems in which the 
family 1 s embedded 
0~ overriding cultural beliefs , ' \ * 

ilftl vrt I ues " 



Source 



Bronfenbrenner* U, The 
of human development 
MA: Harvard University 
1979, 



ecology 



Cambridge 
Press , 



Interpretation 

.Support self-help, mutual aid, cduCatio 
and prevention programs to achieve 
greater family stability among the 
ethnic groups. . . . 



Need to move beyond mere identification 
,of individual \ r ariables that are cor-, 
related to study relationships between 
variables. > 



.Thqrc is a structural relationship be- 
tween individual, familial, community and 
cultural factors that l\avc not been impli- 
cated byotUers as causative agents in the 
maltreatment: jjrocessf * ' > 



Belsky,^!. , op. 



cit. 



Teams of researchers at several levels 
need to -undertake coordinated investiga 
tions. *■ 



Support sy: terns. . .have* been' linked to 
maltrcatmcni^of children whenever re- 
search has been designed to identify 
them. •'**'• 



Garbarino, J., op, cit , 



More « attention neefds to be given to 
factors for improving functioning of 
support systems for parents. 



! : 



Findings 



\2 



Source 



Interpretation 



T 




" - « « * 

Garbarino, J. Th<? r human ecology Child abuse can occur only when feed-* * 
of child maltreatment: A con- ' back and support are not being ade- 
/ceptual -mbdel for research. quately^ addressed to persons in/the^ ^ 

, Journal o&Marriage and the ' role of caregiver. < " 
Family, November 1977, ,721-735. \ 



r , 



The pot<mti^l for preventing apd creating . Watren, D.I., op, cit , 
child abuse differs from one neighborhood : j 

' to another. ^ 



Practitioners need to recognize the 
typology of neighborhoods. , . ideriti- t 
fying those persons who comprise thc< 
natural problem solving method of a 

-given neighborhood. 



I± appears that an important gate- 
k^big regie i 



is. maintained by profes- 
jpnals in the process of labeling a 



HI. S ystemic Dye fupct ions, in Handling Maltreatment Cases * 
# A*. Reporting of -Maltreatment, J~ ^/ / 
^ . * ^ ; ' ' 

Social : v/orkcr,s who determine thcV-'Va&dity y Carr, ^ Social worker rc- 
of a/jrepoj^d' maftxeatmcnt/case' appear to * sponsc to th& jfttgtus of those 

, 'respond More to the sociall status of the reporting child maltreatment : *tg mc r 

^rqportcr than to the ^seriousness or the A study of multiple gatekecpihgT ytld as maltreated. < 
way out '*hic1v the cas.e iVas Vdjccivcd, ■ • Providence, RI: University of V 
^ y *hodc Island/ 1980/ (Unpublisjied) 

, \\c s s Prd/cg|^rtfels*lack awareness of : * child/ 1 ^ < • Nagi, S,, oj 
prot^TTv-e services reporting require- * 
mciVw- tutu ^demonstrate resistance to * i £ 



ext. 



i 



Scarcity of resources results in' law 
ivportiiiji. 



-EMC 




w « v>- Sl11 * th > c v p ♦ > Bcrkman , D \ , fi 
lV >*?!?-V -4 J , i # rt»cr f W.r op. cit,*: 



* / 



"y, 



\ * • 

Reported fornvftos ar* locked into the for- 
mat sysi as of agencies and professionals 
which p -*\>ont natural. support .systems fibom 

Initial recipient of report .single most 
influef.ri;il variable 's to whether chil- 
dren rcjMptcd as -abused or neglected arc * 
rcihovcii from homes. 87% of children rc- 
PQ|*teU initially to police were removed 
f#m thvlr homes compared with 7%" initiat- 
ally reported to Child Protective. Serviced 

* 78 °* °/ Vt ports to the police occurred 
after hours. * * x 



Source 
Warren , I), I., 'op . cit , 



. Ifoorprc tation 




B, ^emuval of Maltreated Children 
and || ut h ^ rom Their Homes 

50% of neglect proceedings (inclusive 
of abys*. and neglect) results in. removal 
of child (or youth) from the home of the 
, f naturaj parents. " 



Sussman, A. , £ Cohen, S. 
Reporting child abuse and 
* n eglect: Guidelines for 
le gislation" ! Cambridge, MAj 
Ballinger Publishing Co,, 1975, 

Brown, H.F., Burke, P., Kilbane;- 
J.T., § Miller, B. Policies ' 
■ and practices of the Child Pro - 
tective Services System in 
Cook County: Final report , 
Chicago, IL: University of 
Illinois at Chicago Circle, 1979, 

Brown, H.F,, Miller, B. , $ 
Burke, P. A study of policies 
and practices of the *Cookr. County 
Justice System in child abuse " 
and neglect , Chicago, IL; 
University'of Illinois at 
Chicago Circle, 1977, 



7 ' 0 . 

6 

The .entire success of a reporting ^ ■ 
statute is* 1 contingent , on tber nature 
of the agency changed, with receiving 
reports, . 

* ' * 

'Reports to law enforcement of child I 
maltreatment heightened the' probability"** 
of emc^ncy protective custody. and 
arrest^ of parent,' . 



Police have capabilities of immediate 
24-hou^ response to reports o^f child 
maltjreatm&nt. * 



0 



Institute of Judicial Xdminls- 
tration, op. : -ici t, 5 4 



Coercive intervention should be limited 
to situations -where child has suffered 
or is likely to suffcr*serious mal- 
treat men t, , - ; 



p. ■ ' , 



an 

kJ * 



t , 



I 



7** ^ 



Fim'ffigs 



45% of validated cases of abuse and neg- 
lect resulted in placement (four Califor- 
♦ nia counties)/. 0 / 

/ t * ■ 

Lack/ of decision criteria regarding re- 
moval children results in either risk 
to children's -safety, unnecessary place- 
mcnt^twid trauma for child,., and/or undue 
hari^t;.ient of families. 1 

Removal of child portrayed as helpful 
by agenc.es when it JLs really perceived 
as punitive by parents* 1 

Children placed in emergency situations • 
tend to remain in placement regardless 
of severity of abusive or neglectful 
incident. . * \ 



Source 

Giov/innonii J., § Becerra, R, , 
op. cit . 



^ a &&b s # ' op> cit. 



Most* conirvn service was the placement of 
chilcf hi care of others. 



/ Differ ins agency philosophy rather than 

ease* di;n\acteristic£ Sfc'en us/ determining 
y -^ doci ion/io remove /ctii Id. j 



Interpretation 

/ 



Teinporary placement is one of the 
weakest aspects of intervention in 
behalf of maltreated childreh. . 



Ibid. 



7 



" Shireman, J, , Miller, B # , 
. Burke, P. , 5 Brown/ H.F, 
Initial report recipient and 
continuing service patterns in 
child.abuse and neglect -cases. 
Child Welfare - (in press) . 

Shapiro, I). Parents and pro- 
tectors: A study in child 
abuse and neglect . Now v Yo r fc , 
W: Child Welfare League of 
Amerieaf lac. , 1-979.- 

Shircirt&l, J., Miller, B. , Burke, 
i }\ Brown, II.lv, o p; cit ;. 



Ne^d to move toward decision making 
criteria standardization of definition 
and swtims zati on ; ef^decisioji - mafr£rf£/ 
s 9 

Law enforcement is unaware, while^child* ; 
welfare agencies arc more aware s of the 
consequences of the child or .youth*- 
taken from jhe 4ff>me of the natural. parent. 



28 



-: ERJC • 



^jt. 



Findi n»S 



C* %$8Pc ivonfcnt of Law Ei^^cmcnt 
and Use of Criminal Prosecution^ 



n f - 

In apprc.I lately half of the sta,tes, agen- 
cies otlu / than the Department off Social 
Services Casually law enforcement) are 
mandated u> receive reports. z 



Policc-iiivostigated reports result in^ 
+c ^igher pi:icd?tf&^hites th<arf th0S#"invSs- 
tigated h% child welfare agencies Regard- 
less of severity of the incident, family 
characteristics, or other attributes of 
case processing. . • 



Policc"|gr£ the only agency with 24-hour 
response capability. County attorney 
expects *v>Iice to carry out the inves- 
tigation cr. the grounds that a social 
services . taff is not trained, to gather 
evidence 4 »J legal value. 

Police have no established guidelines, 
they, l#ck training*/ they are not equipped 
to'makb Lho decisions they are often re- 
quired tr make regarding the welfare, of; 
a child, I ' 



60 



Source 



Zapata, G. etal., op. cit, 



*; i Interpretation 

Legal action to Remove a child #, 
should he seen on^£ as the last resprt. 



i 



American Humane Association, 

Editorial'* National Chi/tcK 

Protective Services Newsletter . 

Denver, CO: AHA Children; s 

Division, 1979. 
• 't 

Miller, B., Shhreman, J., Burke, 
■P., §cB?own i > ti$8K& Emergency^ £ 
placement and initial report 
recipients^in child abuse and 
neglect cases. Research in 
Social Welfare (in press). 

holmes, M., S Tapper, 0. Child 
abuse and neglect programs : 

.lid theory. Washing- 
Insti- 



Practice arid theory 
ton, DC: . DHEW National 
tutc of Mental Health, 1977. 



Suggests that. legislation is based on a 
determination that CPS agencies are not 
capable of 24-hour coverage, or a linger- 
ing interpretation that £hild protection 
is a law enforcement rather than, a social 
service proble'm. 



I 



Khere child abuse program is effective 
means fbr delivery of services and a 
strong relationship with the county . 
attorney^ office, prosecution in criminal 
courts is les£ common. * i 



Nagi, S,, op/ cit . 

■ i 



I 
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There is d wide variance in response Sussman, A., § Cohen, S>, * Majority of chiiB caring eaperts v 

of police to child abuse and neglect * " op. ,cit » . 'concur that police- initiated type 

from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. m p of investigation wou^S^inipede efforts 

. i • y% 'to help the family orwfehe child. 





Findin gs 

Stresses C ommon to High Risk Families 

The most prevalent stresses for a popula- 
tion of inultistressed families at risk of 
child maltreatment wc^c found to be: 
isolatioi. (63%), dysfunctional behavior 
(48 o), poverty level income (45%) > poor 
coping t'bility. (45%), depression (41*) j 
parent ah.:>cd as child (38%) > and t^ic 
presence of a developmental ly delayed 
child (371).. 



CHILDREN AND YOUTH A3* RISK 
Source 



In t erven tion Methodology 



\ 



A multidi 
logical i 
effective 
mcnt in r. 

An effcel 
family s- 
in parent; 
and (Jnhori 



scipinary, multiphased, eco- 
nterventaon methodology is 
Ln preventing child maltreat- 
high risk population. * 

ive approach should combine 
ross reduction, improvement \ 
-child interaction, patterns, 
cement of a child's development. 



People fl oo ding Social Services 
Children" <\M Youth at Risk 



W 



The most : 

presented 

children 



Vequcnteand important 'problems 
by developmental ly disabled 
r.d their families to social 



service agencies were; 



Armstrong, K.A. * A ti-eatmcnt 
and educational program for 
parents and children who aire 
at risk fof abuse and neglect . 
Paper submitted for presenta- 
tion to the International Con- 
ferenceron Child Abuse; Amster- 
dam, Holland, .April 1981.- 



\ 



Ibid. 



Interim Report #2, Results , 
of the National Program and 
Training Surveys of Services 
to Development ally Disabled 4 
Children and Their Families. 



Interpretation 



This finding is consistent with 
other^available research- in the 
area of child maltreatment. It 
is interesting to note that of ^ 
^these seven stress factors y onlyC^ 
flne is absolutely not amenable to" 
intervention. 



An effective prevention strategy 
is onefinywhich multiple interven- 
tions utilizing several .disciplines 
occur simultaneously* 



The special needs for home manage- 
ment of, the developmental ly disabled 
child prpscnt problems of .stress for 
his/her family. • % , . 



V 



- .■/' 



. - f 



Findings 

— — j ■ * •■ 

-altcrnutiip living arrangemc 
- respite care 
# j-Uchiivior management* , ? 
; . -educational 'placement, and 
*-£rafcspo\tation. 



*7I% of the services of f ered 'by Statd 
* social Scrvaccs agencies were described 

as inadequate to meet the needs of the 
^ dcvciopmcntaily disabj^d-^opulation. , 



• 0 



* r 



# 

. - • Source > / 

project //54-P-71690/4-02 
Improved socir<il^.i>crvicc5 to < 
families with developmental ly - 
disabled children through 
training and tpchnical assist- 
ance to Title XX caseworker^,. * 
Project Director: - .Mary Ockerman. 
Grantee: Human Development Program 
101* KiHkcad* Hall 



Interpretation c 

Social service workers need training 
unique to tliesc need's in order to 
feducc the stress and Tisk faced by 
thcrfc families*! . 9 



University of, Kentucky 
'Lexington KY ,4*0506. ; 



/ 



Training and technical assistance im 
, ardas of service planning and provi- 
sion need to be provided to improve 
service delivery. . 

Training and technical assistance in 

. interagency activities are necessary 

* to improve the quality of services 

delivery. . 



v3 J, 




r 
. \ 



